THE Q&A SERIES

HepatitiS B

What Asian Americans Need to Know
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Your Liver. Your Life.

Asian Americans have the
highest rates of hepatitis B
infection among all ethnic
groups in the United States
and are at high risk for
liver cancer.

What is hepatitis B?
Hepatitis B is a serious disease caused by the hepatitis B virus.
Hepatitis B can cause scarring of the liver, liver cancer and death.

Why is hepatitis B an important health issue for

Asian Americans?

One out of ten Asian Americans are already infected with the
hepatitis B virus. Asian Americans have the highest rates of liver
cancer of any ethnic group.

How is hepatitis B spread?

The most common way that Asian Americans get hepatitis B is to
be born with it. An infected mother can pass hepatitis B to her
baby when the child is born.

Hepatitis B is spread through contact with blood and bodily fluids.
It can be spread by:

£2 Sharing razors, toothbrushes, and other personal items

£3 Getting tattoos and body piercings with unclean needles

£3 Sharing unclean needles to inject drugs

£2 Having unprotected sex with someone who is infected

Is hepatitis B spread by casual contact?

No, it is not spread by:

Kissing on the cheek

Coughing or sneezing

Hugging or holding hands

Eating food prepared by an infected person
Breastfeeding

Sharing eating utensils (like chopsticks or spoons)
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Who is at risk of becoming infected with hepatitis B?
Asian Pacific Islanders

Children born to infected mothers

People who live with an infected person

Health care and public safety workers

People with many sex partners

Injection drug users
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How do | know if | have hepatitis B?

You can be infected with hepatitis B and not even know it because
you may not have any signs or symptoms. The only way to find out
if you have hepatitis B is to take a blood test.

What should I do if | have hepatitis B?

See a doctor about treatment

Eat right

Do not drink alcohol

Do not smoke

Do not use drugs, herbal medicines or herbal teas
that can harm the liver

Do not use medications that can harm the liver
Make sure your family members get tested
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What can | do to avoid hepatitis B?

Talk to your doctor about the hepatitis B vaccine which will protect
you and your family. The vaccine is safe and effective. The best way
to prevent hepatitis B is by getting vaccinated.

THINK B is the American Liver Foundation's nationwide campaign to increase
hepatitis B awareness among Asian Americans and provide outreach and
education to health care providers and patients. For more information,
please visit www.thinkb.org.

The American Liver Foundation is the nation's leading nonprofit
organization promoting liver health and disease prevention.

We provide research, education, and advocacy for those affected
by liver-related diseases, including hepatitis. For more information
or to find a local chapter near you, visit www.liverfoundation.org.
National HelpLine 800-GO-LIVER (800-465-4837).

The information contained in this brochure is provided for information only and does not constitute medical advice.
The American Liver Foundation recommends that you consult your physician before pursuing any course of treatment.

© 2006 American Liver Foundation. All rights reserved.
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